
 

CARIBBEAN AREA 

 STATUS OF VOLUNTEER SAR ORGANIZATIONS 

 



ANGUILLA 
·Depends on St. Martin for SAR ɀ short distance away 

·,ÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ΫΪ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÂÏÁÔÓ ÏÖÅÒ άίȭ ÏÎ ÉÓÌÁÎÄ 

·Sailing Association teaches basic sailing. 

·Offered to forward Safe Boating Information. 



ANTIGUA/BARBUDA 
 

·EXISTING SAR GROUP ABSAR 

·COAST GUARD IS RESEARCHING THE IDEA OF A 
COAST GUARD AUXILIARY AND WORKING WITH 
ABSAR 



BAHAMAS 
 

·Recently members completed 160 hours DOT 
Emergency Medical Technician class 

·Branch Chief met with BASRA on cruise 

·Sent information of safe boating for children 

·AFRAS award nominee 

 



BARBADOS 
·Forming slowly.   

·Recent Change of Command 

·Proposal for Auxiliary has been sent to Prime Minister 

·There is a list of volunteers ready to go 



BELIZE 
·Forming, but taking it slow.  

·CG Commander at Naval War College for one year 

·Information on Auxiliary sent to XO  

·Sector Key West has an excellent relationship with 
Belize Coast Guard.  



BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
·VISAR  

·Good Organization 



CAYMAN ISLANDS  

 

·CISAR 

·Not too active. 

·Attempting to find someone to lead the organization 



COLOMBIA 
·Very interested in forming Auxiliary.  

·Two officers at Tradewinds took Auxiliary information  

·Information has passed along to higher authorities 

·Will take some time to develop. 



COSTA RICA 
 

·Auxiliary member from Florida is former Commander 
of National Police. 

·Meeting with President and will discuss Auxiliary 

·May request a SMEE 

·Need lots of work with Boating Safety and ATONS 



DOMINICA 
 

 

·Small Island 

·Not many resources for an Auxiliary 



DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 

·Organized in December 2009 

·Very successful 

·Very Active 

·186 members 

·134 boats 

·8 aircraft 

·MOU to be signed 



EL SALVADORE 
 

 

·No contact 



GRENADA 
 

·Grenada Coast Guard Auxiliary 

·Getting a little more active 

·Completed membership drive 

·Recently began Communications Training 



GUATEMALA 
 

 

·No contact 



GUYANA 
 

 

·Shown some interest 

·Information on Auxiliary sent  



HAITI 
 

 

We have not tried to contact at this time. 



HONDURAS 
 

·NO CONTACT 



JAMAICA 
 

·JASAR 

·Good active organization 

·Only a couple of years old 

·Conduct member training courses 

·High visiability  in Regattas 

·Good media support 



MEXICO 

 

·No contact 



MONTSERRAT 
 

 

·No contact 



NANT-ROYAL NETHERLANDS 
ANTILLES COAST GUARD 

 

·SUPPORT NETHERLAND ANTILLES ISLANDS 

·ARUBA-SARFA 

·BONAIR-KUREBO 

·CURACAO-CITRO 

·SABA 

·ST. EUSTATIUS - STATIA 

·ST. MARTIN - SSRF 

 



NICARAGUA 
 

 

·No contact ɀ very difficult  



PANAMA 
 

·No contact 

·Military Liaison Officer gave some names, but no 
response 

·Trying to contact Major Pino Ortega ɀ Naval Air 



PUERTO RICO 
 

·USCG Auxiliary 

·Assists neighbor islands 



SNSM 
SOCIETE NATIONALE DE SAUVETAGE EN MER 

 

·GUADELOUPE-winner of 2010 AFRAS/CARSAR award 

·MARTINIQUE 

·ST. BARTHS 

·SAINT MARTIN 

ÇRecently signed two Safety Agreements with: 

Ç Regional Airport 

Ç Electric Company 



ST. KITTS/NEVIS 
 

·No Contact 



ST. LUCIA 
 

·Interested, but right now the Police Marine Unit is 
concentrating on Law Enforcement. 



ST VINCENT & GRENEDINES 
 

·Forming 

·Recently organized as a charity.   

·Looking for volunteers and financial assistance from 
Yacht Charter companies and donations. 



TRINIDAD/TOBAGO 
 

·Forming 

·SMEE conducted last August. 

·Change in Government slowed process down 

·Number of T&T laws need to be changed 

·Former Commander made a presentation to Defense 
Chief in early August. 



TURKS/CAICOS 
 

 

·TACRA 



U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
 

·USCG AUX 



VENEZULA 
 

·Very Active 

·Well organized 

·Multiple bases around country 



USCG AUXILIARY ASSISTANCE 
·FOR NEW ORGANIZATIONS 
     Provide information on:  
  Existing volunteer organizations 

 Benefits of a volunteer organizations 
 How to form an organization  

·FOR EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 
     Provide Information on:  
  Recreational Boating Safety 
  Vessel Safety Checks 
  Program Visitors 
  Waterway Watch 
  Search and Rescue Operations 
 



CARSAR WEB SITE 
·http://carsar.cgaux.org/  



CARSAR/AFRAS AWARD 
·GUADELOUPE 

·August 29-30 Rescue of a sailboat 10 miles out. 

·Hurricane Earl approaching 

·Waves 5-6 meters 

·Winds 100 km/h 

·Took ½ hour to get tow rope on vessel due to sea 
conditions.  After 1 and ½ hours, tow cleat on sailboat 
drops.  Second tow rope breaks, third try to anchor 
chain but that fails also because skipper only did one 
turn of anchor line around cleat. 



·Conditions worsen 

·Rescue boat at Basse Terre cannot leave port due to 
conditions. (0730) 

·0900 skipper finally decides to abandon ship 

·Arrive Pointe A Pitre at 1245, first call went out at 2100. 

·NOTES: 

·Skipper LEFT Saint Martin on 28 August with his 
failed engine and Guadeloupe was already at 
Condition Yellow! 

·Sailboat recovered by Dutch War Ship. 


